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Amendment to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and 
listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims 

CLAIM 1 (currently amended) A variably configured inflatable 
personal flotation device, comprising: 

an inflatable bladder having an essentially linear elongated 
substantially cylindrical shape in an unrestricted inflated state^ 
said inflatable bladder having a first end and a second end ; 

a first locking fastener portion attached to said inflatable 
bladder at or near a first end of said inflatable bladder; 

an adjustable strap attached to said inflatable bladder, said 
strap having a length sufficient to encircle a majority of adult 
waists; 

a second locking fastener portion attached to said adjustable 
strap; and 

means for inflating the inflatable bladdery— 

wherein once inflated the bladder can be in an unrestricted 
elongated configuration to serve as a marker or restricted by 
connection of said first locking fastener and said second locking 
fastener to each other or other complementary fastener portions; 

wherein in a restricted position said bladder can be a**d 
configured to serve as a thoracic personal flotation device by 
aiding in corrective turning of a user's head out of the water, as 
a yoke collar personal flotation device by providing buoyancy 
behind the user's head to increase freeboard or as a life ring to 
generate increased vertical freeboard. 

CLAIMS 2-4 (cancelled) 

CLAIM 5 (original) The variably configured inflatable personal 
flotation device of claim 1 further including means for removably 
attaching the inflatable bladder to a garment. 
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CLAIM 6 (cancelled) 

CLAIM 7 (currently amended) The variably configured inflatable 
personal flotation device of claim 1 further including a reversible 
mating assembly for connecting a first portion of the inflatable 
bladder to a second portion of the inflatable bladder , wherein said 
reversible mating assembly is reversible while submerged in water . 

CLAIM 8 (currently amended) The variably configured inflatable 
personal flotation device of claim 7 wherein said reversible mating 
assembly and includes a first zipper track disposed along a first 
external edge portion of said inflatable bladder and a second 
zipper track disposed along a second external edge portion of said 
inflatable bladder , wherein the first zipper track and the second 
zipper track are retained together by an attached pull zipper. 

CLAIMS 9-10 (cancelled) 

CLAIM 11 (original) The variably configured inflatable 
personal flotation device of claim 1 further comprising: 

a plurality of loops disposed along a side edge portion 
beginning approximate to one end of said inflatable bladder; and 

a fastener attached approximate to the opposite end of said 
inflatable bladder for attachment to one of said plurality of 
loops . 

CLAIM 12 (original) The variably configured inflatable 
personal flotation device of claim 1 further comprising a light 
assembly including a light member attached approximate to one end 
of the inflatable bladder. 

CLAIM 13 (original) The variably configured inflatable 
personal flotation device of claim 1 further comprising an audio 
assembly attached to the inflatable bladder. 

CLAIM 14 (original) The variably configured inflatable 
personal flotation device of claim 1 further comprising means for 
attaching a ballast member to said inflatable bladder. 
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CLAIM 15 (original) The variably configured inflatable 
personal flotation device of claim 5 wherein said garment is a 
buoyancy compensator, fishing bib, wader, jacket, wetsuit or 
swimsuit . 

CLAIM 16 (new) The variably configured inflatable personal 
flotation device of claim 1 wherein said adjustable strap is 
attached at or near a second opposite end of said inflatable 
bladder. 

CLAIM 17 (new) The variably configured inflatable personal 
flotation device of claim 1 further comprising a pocket member for 
housing said inflatable member in a deflated state, said pocket 
member attached to a conventional garment member. 

CLAIM 18 (new) The variably configured inflatable personal 
flotation device of claim 17 wherein said garment member is a 
wetsuit, fishing bib, wader or pullover jacket. 

CLAIM 19 (new) The variably configured inflatable personal 
flotation device of claim 17 wherein said pocket member is 
releasably attached to the conventional garment member and the 
garment member can be conventionally worn with or without the 
pocket attached thereto. 

CLAIM 20 (new) An inflatable device, comprising: 

an essentially linear bladder; 

a first strap attached to said essentially linear bladder, 
said first strap of sufficient length to encircle a majority of 
adult waistlines and is length adjustable under tension, said first 
strap having a first portion and a second portion; and 

a first locking fastener having a first locking member 
attached to the first portion of said first strap and a mating 
second locking member attached to the second portion of said first 
strap, said second locking member connected to said first locking 
member when connecting the first portion of said first strap to the 
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second portion of said first strap. 

CLAIM 21 (new) The inflatable device of claim 20 wherein the 
essentially linear bladder having a right half portion and a left 
half portion that can be quickly and securely attached or detached 
to each other by a zipper assembly attached to said essentially 
linear bladder. 

CLAIM 22 (new) The inflatable device of claim 20 further 
comprising: 

a second strap attached to said essentially linear bladder, 
said second strap of sufficient length to encircle a majority of 
adult waistlines and is length adjustable under tension, said 
second strap having a first portion and a second portion, a first 
end of said first portion of said second strap permanently attached 
to said essentially linear bladder at a distance from a first end 
of said essentially linear bladder, a first end of said second 
portion of said second strap permanently attached to said 
essentially linear bladder at a distance from a first end of said 
essentially linear bladder; 

a second locking fastener having a first locking member 
attached to the first portion of said second strap and a mating 
second locking member attached to the second portion of said second 
strap, said second locking member connected to said first locking 
member when connecting the first portion of said second strap to 
the second portion of said second strap; wherein the first locking 
fastener is of the same type as the second locking fastener. 

CLAIM 23 (new) The inflatable device of claim 22 wherein one 
of the portions of said first strap and one of the portions of said 
second strap are located at or approximate to a first end of the 
essentially linear bladder and the other portion of said first 
strap and the other portion of said second strap are located at or 
approximate to a second opposite end of said essentially linear 
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bladder. 

CLAIM 24 (new) The inflatable device of claim 20 wherein the 
first locking member and the second locking member are reversibly 
secured to complementary locking members attached to a garment to 
secure said essentially linear bladder to said garment at least 
prior to inflation of said essentially linear bladder. 

CLAIM 25 (new) The inflatable device of claim 24 wherein said 
garment can be used in its conventional manner with or without said 
essential linear bladder secured thereto. 

CLAIM 26 (new) The inflatable device of claim 21 wherein said 
essentially linear bladder is configured as a full-face shield by 
securing the first half portion and second half portion of said 
essentially linear bladder together by said zipper assembly to 
create an adjustable neck opening to snugly fit any size neck and 
securing the first strap behind a neck area of a wearer and 
tightening the first strap under tension. 

CLAIM 27 (new) The inflatable device of claim 20 further 
comprising at least one additional essentially linear bladder with 
complementary fasteners to said first locking fastener for 
connecting at least two essentially linear bladders together to 
form a flotation device for a group of two or more individuals; 
wherein a loop having a loop diameter is defined by the plurality 
of connected essentially linear bladders compresses the group 
disposed within the loop together through reducing the loop 
diameter while under tension. 

CLAIM 28 (new) The inflatable device of claim 27 wherein a 
plurality of loops are formed and connected to each other in a 
stacked configuration . 

CLAIM 29 (new) In a horseshoe shaped bladder with primary 
encircling closure, the improvement comprising: 

at least one terminal strap in addition to the primary 
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encircling closure, each of said at least one terminal strap 
provided with a locking fastener and connected to a same end of the 
bladder or opposite ends of the bladder, each of said at least one 
terminal strap having a length that is adjustable under tension. 

CLAIM 30 (new) The improved horseshoe shaped bladder of Claim 
29 wherein said terminal strap having a length of at least 
approximately eighteen inches. 



